Mary Ann Thorson-Nicklaus

September 12, 1943 (Rockford, IL) April 2016 (Galena, IL)
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Mary Ann Thorson-Nicklaus, 79, was born in
Rockford on September 12, 1943, to Carl Emil
and Lois Kathryn (Dougherty) Thorson. She
graduated from Rockford’s West High School
with the Class of 1961. In 1965, she graduated
from Illinois State University at Normal with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Health and Physical
Education.

While at the University, she met her lifetime
partner and eventual spouse, the now late Sharon
H. Nicklaus. Mary Ann and Sharon lived in
Genoa for many years, traveled extensively, and
enjoyed their vintage Ford Thunderbird on
weekend road trips. They also donated time and
products to a Genoa non-profit charity, “The
Mop,” an organization that provides cleaning
supplies to families who need them. The
obituary for Sharon H. Nicklaus confirms that
Mary Ann predeceased Sharon. Mary Ann is
believed to have died in April 2016 in Galena.
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